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Foreword

Pradeep Yadav, I.A.S.

Tamil Nadu is rapidly emerging as a leader in India's technology and innovation landscape. As Artificial Intelligence, 

quantum technologies, semiconductors, advanced manufacturing, and other deep technologies reshape 

economies worldwide, the Government of Tamil Nadu is leveraging these advancements to drive innovation-led 

growth, strengthen governance, and create high-value employment opportunities while fostering responsible 

and inclusive innovation.  

A significant milestone in this journey is the Tamil Nadu DeepTech Startup Policy (TNDTSP) 2025–26, India's first 

dedicated State-level policy focused exclusively on DeepTech startups. The policy provides a comprehensive 

framework to accelerate research commercialisation, foster intellectual property creation, strengthen 

academia-industry collaboration, and support the growth of globally competitive, science-led enterprises. 

Through this policy, Tamil Nadu aims to support 1,000 DeepTech startups over the next five years while catalysing 

significant public and private investment into the sector. 

In this important mission, iTNT Hub has been entrusted as the nodal agency for implementing this landmark policy. 

As the State's dedicated hub for Deep and Emerging Technologies, iTNT Hub is advancing Hon'ble Chief Minister 

Thiru. C. Joseph Vijay's vision of establishing Tamil Nadu as India's foremost DeepTech powerhouse and 

contributing towards the State's ambition of becoming a $1.5 trillion economy by 2036. Through incubation, 

acceleration, technology transfer, and ecosystem partnerships, iTNT Hub has supported 259 startups across 

Deep Tech and emerging technology domains. 

The impact of this ecosystem is increasingly visible. Startups supported through iTNT Hub's incubation and 

acceleration programmes have collectively raised ₹26.69 crore through grants, co-investments, and venture 

capital funding. These achievements reflect the growing confidence of investors and stakeholders in Tamil Nadu's 

innovation ecosystem. 

As Tamil Nadu advances towards becoming a global hub for Deep and Emerging Technologies, our focus remains 

on accelerating innovation, commercialisation, and ecosystem collaboration. I congratulate the team at iTNT Hub 

for their dedicated efforts in driving Tamil Nadu’s deep-tech and innovation ecosystem and for bringing out this 

edition of Deep Dive. I am confident that this publication will continue to inspire innovators, researchers and 

industry leaders to contribute meaningfully to Tamil Nadu’s aspiration of becoming a global hub for Deep and 

Emerging technologies. 

Additional Chief Secretary to Government 
Information Technology & Digital Services Department
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The Hon’ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Thiru C. Joseph Vijay, convened a review meeting on 24 June 2026 at 

the Secretariat to evaluate the progress of various schemes, initiatives, and ongoing programmes undertaken by 

the Information Technology and Digital Services Department.

The meeting was attended by the Hon’ble Minister for Artificial Intelligence, Information Technology and Digital 

Services, Thiru R. Kumar; Dr. M. Sai Kumar, IAS, Chief Secretary; Thiru M.A. Siddique, IAS, Additional Chief 

Secretary (Finance); Thiru Pradeep Yadav, IAS, Additional Chief Secretary, Information Technology and Digital 

Services Department; along with senior Government officials and Departmental representatives.

As part of the discussions, the activities and impact of iTNT Hub in fostering innovation, supporting startups, and 

accelerating the adoption of emerging technologies were reviewed. Ms. Vanitha Venugopal, CEO, iTNT Hub, 

elaborated on the Hub’s initiatives, highlighting achievements, and impact, presenting its progress and future 

roadmap to the Hon’ble Chief Minister as part of the review.

Hon’ble AI, IT & DS Minister’s Diary

A snapshot of the strategic reviews, ecosystem engagements, and startup visits undertaken by Dr. R. Kumar, Hon'ble 

Minister for AI, IT & DS, Government of Tamil Nadu, during May and June 2026, including interactions with iTNT Hub's 

incubated and accelerated portfolio startups. 

Review Meeting on IT & Digital Services Department 
Initiatives | 24 JUNE 2026  

02



iTNT Hub-incubated startup Scrapify Ecotech Pvt. Ltd. 

showcased its AI-powered autonomous water-cleaning 

drone, Ecofloater, to the Hon’ble AI, IT & DS Minister at 

Velachery Lake. Designed to remove floating waste, 

contain oil spills, and monitor water quality in real time, the 

solution demonstrates the potential of DeepTech innova-

tions in environmental sustainability and disaster man-

agement. 

The Hon'ble Minister engaged with researchers, faculty 

members, and startup founders participating in the 

Quantum Train-the-Trainer (TTT) Bootcamp, discussing 

opportunities in Quantum Computing, Communication, 

and Security, while emphasising the importance of build-

ing a strong deep-tech talent pipeline for Tamil Nadu's 

future.  

iTNT Hub’s Quantum Train 
the Trainer Bootcamp
15 JUNE 2026  

Scrapify Demonstrates 
Ecofloater
12 JUNE 2026 

The Hon'ble Minister visited iTNT Hub and interacted with 

startups across AI, Hardware, XR, Quantum Technologies, 

and Advanced Manufacturing. A key highlight was the 

engagement with 23 startups under the Tamil Nadu Hard-

ware Accelerator for Prototype and Product (TN-HAPP), 

reaffirming the Government's commitment to making 

Tamil Nadu a leading DeepTech and manufacturing hub. 

Interaction with iTNT Hub’s Hardware Acceleration Startups
29 MAY 2026 
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Hon'ble Minister reviewed key initiatives and advance-

ments across the Department. Mr. Pradeep Yadav, IAS, 

Additional Chief Secretary, and Ms. Vanitha Venugopal, 

CEO, iTNT Hub, presented iTNT Hub's vision, initiatives, 

and ecosystem impact in accelerating DeepTech innova-

tion, AI adoption, startup growth, and industry-academia 

collaboration across Tamil Nadu.

Department Review Meeting 
22 MAY 2026 

The Hon'ble Minister for AI, IT & DS, Dr. R. Kumar , chaired 

a review meeting at the Secretariat to assess the activi-

ties, achievements, and future roadmap of iTNT Hub. The 

discussions focused on strengthening Tamil Nadu's 

DeepTech and Emerging Tech ecosystem through,

innovation, startup support, industry collaboration, and 

ecosystem development. Ms. Vanitha Venugopal, CEO, 

iTNT Hub, and senior management team participated in 

the review and shared updates on key initiatives and 

strategic priorities.

Review of iTNT Hub's Activities and Future Roadmap
| 27 MAY 2026
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As part of Coffee with CEO series, iTNT Hub hosted an 

interactive session for portfolio startups on leveraging 

AI to build and scale more effectively. The session, led 

by Mr. Harun Raseed Basheer, Microsoft Certified 

Trainer (MCT) and Team Lead, Hitachi Solutions India 

Pvt. Ltd., explored practical AI tools and strategies for 

startup growth. 

Participants gained insights into leading AI platforms 

such as Claude and Azure AI, token economics, cost 

optimisation, AI adoption strategies, coding assistants, 

and emerging AI workflows, equipping founders with 

practical approaches to build smarter products and 

accelerate innovation. 

| 25 June 2026

AI for Startups: Practical Applications, Tools & Growth Strategies 

What’s Brewing
@iTNT Hub 

Coffee with CEO

iTNT Hub's Tamil Nadu Technology Transfer Facilitation 

Centre (TNTTFC), in collaboration with Surana & Surana 

International Attorneys, organised the AI Legal Draft 

Desk to provide startups and innovators with focused 

legal mentoring and intellectual property guidance. 

The session covered key areas including contracts and 

agreements, intellectual property rights, cyber and 

data protection, and AI governance. Participants 

received practical insights on patentability assess-

ment for software-based innovations, copyright and 

trademark protection, business structuring, commer-

cial agreements, and regulatory compliance, equipping 

them to navigate the legal and governance challenges 

of technology-driven ventures. 

| 19 June 2026AI Legal Draft Desk
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iTNT Hub organised an awareness session for DeepTech 

and Emerging Tech startups and MSMEs to provide a 

comprehensive understanding of the role of Bureau of 

Indian Standards (BIS) certification in product develop-

ment and market readiness.

The session was led by Mr. R. Muninarayana, Scien-

tist-E/Director, BIS Chennai, Mr. Dhinesh Rajagopalan 

L., Scientist-D/Joint Director, Southern Regional Labo-

ratory (SRL), BIS Chennai, and Mr. K. Sai Chandra, 

Scientist-C/Deputy Director, BIS Chennai. Participants gained practical insights into certification requirements, 

testing and compliance processes, product quality standards, and regulatory pathways for market entry. The 

experts also highlighted how BIScertification enhances product credibility, consumer trust, and legal 

compliance while helping startups navigate certification processes efficiently and avoid common challenges.

iTNT Hub, in partnership with Tally Solutions and SanchiConnect, hosted the Tally Startup Collective - Chennai 

Chapter at iTNT Hub, Chennai, bringing together startup founders, investors, and ecosystem leaders to discuss 

growth, fundraising, and the evolving role of AI in entrepreneurship. 

The event featured expert-led sessions on capital-efficient growth and investor readiness, followed by a panel 

discussion titled "AI Ate Your Roadmap: How Startups Should Actually Be Thinking About AI in 2026", which 

explored practical approaches to AI adoption and emerging opportunities for startups. The programme also 

facilitated networking opportunities and one-on-one pitch sessions, enabling founders to engage directly with 

investors and accelerate their innovation and growth journeys. 

| 19 June 2026Tally Startup Collective - Chennai Chapter

| 26 May 2026Awareness Session on BIS Certification for Product Startups
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Masterclasses 

The Masterclass on Startup Financials & Valuation 

featuring CA. Hemantha Kumar C N, Chartered 

Accountant, IP and Registered Valuer explored the key 

drivers of startup valuation and fundraising, providing 

founders with practical insights into how investors 

assess growth potential, financial readiness, and 

long-term value creation. 

Participants also gained perspectives on building 

investor confidence through strategic preparedness, 

sound financial practices, and laying a strong founda-

tion for sustainable growth. 

Masterclasses

The Masterclass on From Idea to Patent: Assessing 

Novelty and Patentability featured experts from 

Puthran & Associates, Ms. Elizabeth Puthran, Founder 

Partner, and Ms. Suganya Jayavelu, Patent Manager.

The session equipped startups, researchers, students, 

and innovators with practical insights into patent 

fundamentals, prior art search techniques, and patent 

drafting and filing procedures. Participants also gained 

a deeper understanding of assessing the novelty and 

patentability of their inventions and benefited from 

one-on-one consultations on intellectual property 

protection and commercialisation strategies. 

| 12 June 2026
Decoding Startup Valuation and 
Investor Readiness 

| 25 June 2026

From Idea to Patent: Assessing Novelty and Patentability
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iTNT Hub, in collaboration with A.K. Mylsamy & Associ-

ates, organised the first edition of Founder's Edge: 

Everything They Don't Teach You at Business School, 

bringing together startup founders, entrepreneurs, 

and ecosystem stakeholders at iTNT Hub, Chennai. 

The masterclass equipped participants with practical 

insights on legal preparedness, compliance 

frameworks, governance, AI-led automation, and 

technology-driven operational efficiency. Expert 

speakers, including Ms. Subathra Mylsamy, Managing 

Partner, A.K. Mylsamy & Associates, and Mr. Prem 

Kumar and Mr. Anush Arvind from Freshworks, shared 

strategies for building strong legal foundations and 

leveraging AI and automation to enhance productivity 

and drive scalable growth. 

The Masterclass on Structuring Your Data Room was 

led by Mr. Arvind Subramaniam, General Partner, 

Enlighten Capital. The session provided founders with 

practical insights into building investor-ready data 

rooms and preparing for successful fundraising 

journeys. 

Participants gained a deeper understanding of investor 

expectations, due diligence requirements, governance 

readiness, financial documentation, compliance 

practices, and common fundraising red flags. The masterclass also offered practical guidance on organising 

data rooms, structuring folders, and identifying essential documents, equipping startups to strengthen 

credibility, improve investor readiness, and navigate fundraising processes more effectively. 

iTNT Hub's Tamil Nadu Technology Transfer Facilitation 

Centre (TNTTFC) conducted a masterclass on IP Essen-

tials & Innovation Protection Strategy, led by Ms. 

Swapna Sundar, Legal Strategist and Senior Partner, IP 

DOME IP Strategy Advisors.

Through practical examples and industry case studies, 

participants gained insights into protecting innova-

tions through patents, trademarks, copyrights, 

designs, and geographical indications, while under-

standing how effective IP strategies can strengthen 

business value, competitive advantage, and long-term 

commercialisation opportunities.

| 19 May 2026
Legal Readiness & AI-Driven 
Business Growth | 14 May 2026

IP Essentials & Innovation 
Protection

| 13 May 2026
On Structuring Your Data Room
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Exclusive Masterclasses for iTNT Hub Hardware 
Accelerator Startups
A series of exclusive masterclasses were organised for iTNT Hub Hardware Accelerator startups, equipping founders 

with practical knowledge across product design, manufacturing, go-to-market strategies, and supply chain man-

agement to accelerate their journey from prototype to commercial scale. 

This advanced DFMA session led by experts from D 

Espat Pvt. Ltd. focused on designing products for 

efficient manufacturing and assembly. Participants 

explored strategies to achieve greater performance 

and functionality with fewer resources, while empha-

sising cost efficiency, sustainability, and the impor-

tance of incorporating DFMA principles early in product 

development. 

The masterclass provided practical insights into fore-

casting, logistics, inventory management, sourcing 

strategies, vendor evaluation, and negotiation 

approaches. The session equipped startups with 

frameworks for building resilient and efficient supply 

chains, while accelerated startup Techo Wild show-

cased its product and received valuable feedback from 

experts and peers. 

Led by Mr. Syed Mubasheer Ali and Mr. Syed Wajid Pasha 

from D Espat Pvt. Ltd., the session highlighted how 

early design decisions influence product cost, manu-

facturability, and commercial viability. Startups gained 

practical insights into reducing part count, improving 

manufacturability, and integrating design, testing, 

procurement, and production considerations from the 

outset. 

| 20 June 2026

Optimising Product Design through 
Advanced DFMA Principles

| 20 June 2026

Supply Chain Management Masterclass

| 06 June 2026

Design for Scale from Day One
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Led by Mr. Murali Rajagopalan, Deep-Tech Mentor and 

Hardware Product Expert, the session explored 

customer discovery, market opportunities, value prop-

osition design, pricing, positioning, and commercialisa-

tion strategies for hardware innovations. Four start-

ups, EVtron Tech, Kenesis Labs, Scrapify Ecotech, and 

Seyonova ET, showcased their products and received 

expert feedback. 

The two-day technical workshop for hardware startups 

was led by Mr. Mukund Shenoi, Founder & Chief Mentor, 

Skilfosys Scientific, and former R&D Scientist at DRDO. 

The sessions focused on proof-of-concept develop-

ment, prototype planning, concept development, and 

technical architecture design, equipping founders with 

practical frameworks to transform innovative ideas 

into scalable and manufacturing-ready hardware prod-

ucts. 

| 27 May 2026

GTM Strategies for Deep-Tech & Hardware Startups

Startup-HNI Mixer brought together DeepTech start-

ups and experienced investors for strategic network-

ing and collaboration. Portfolio startups across aero-

space, AI, robotics, healthcare, construction-tech, 

privacy intelligence, and advanced manufacturing 

showcased their technologies, market opportunities, 

and growth plans, engaging directly with investors and 

industry leaders to explore partnerships, gain insights, 

and accelerate their innovation journeys. 

| 11 May 2026

Startup-HNI Mixer @ iTNT Hub Chennai

| 19-20 May 2026

Accelerating Hardware Innovation
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iTNT Sensitisation Program - Salem Edition was organ-

ised at Sona College of Technology, Salem bringing 

together academia, startups, innovators, and industry 

representatives from Salem, Namakkal, and Erode. The 

session showcased iTNT Hub's regional expansion

strategy and support offerings across pre-incubation, 

incubation, acceleration, venture studio, mentorship, 

and IP advisory, while portfolio startup SiCrest 

Semiconductors shared its entrepreneurial journey. 

Ms. Vanitha Venugopal, CEO, iTNT Hub, and Dr. S.R.R. 

Senthil Kumar, Principal, Sona College of Technology, 

Salem, addressed the gathering. 

@Our Regional Hubs
iTNT Sensitisation Programs 

The Tirunelveli Edition at Anna University Regional Campus, 

Tirunelveli convened academic leaders, startup founders, and 

industry stakeholders to strengthen the regional DeepTech 

ecosystem. The programme highlighted iTNT Hub's initiatives 

for innovators and researchers. iTNT Hub incubated startups 

Iniramsquare and Thazhal Geospatial Analytics shared insights 

from their startup journeys. 

Ms. Vanitha Venugopal, CEO, iTNT Hub, Dr. N. Shenbaga Vinayaga 

Moorthi, Dean, Anna University Regional Campus, Tirunelveli, 

and Dr. S. Silas Sargunam, Deputy Director (i/c), Centre for 

Affiliation of Institutions, also addressed the gathering. 

| 29 April 2026Tirunelveli 

| 22 May 2026Salem
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iTNT Trichy Regional Hub organised a virtual master-

class led by Mr. Leo Ananth Joseph, Founder, eQuadriga 

Software Pvt. Ltd., to help participants understand how 

AI is transforming the way we work, build, and innovate. 

The session provided practical insights into leveraging 

AI to enhance productivity, decision-making, and inno-

vation, while equipping participants with strategies to 

integrate AI into their work, research, and businesses. 

The masterclass also highlighted the importance of 

developing practical AI skills and staying competitive in 

an increasingly AI-driven world. 

@ Trichy 
| 19 June 2026

AI Won't Replace You, But Someone Using AI Will 

Virtual Masterclass

iTNT Hub organised a virtual IP awareness session on 

Patent Search Essentials: Tools and Strategy to help 

innovators, researchers, startups, and students build a 

strong foundation in intellectual property research and 

patentability assessment.

The session provided practical insights into conducting 

effective patent searches, identifying relevant prior 

art, and leveraging patent databases to evaluate the 

novelty and uniqueness of innovations. Participants 

were introduced to key search tools, techniques, and 

strategies used to analyse existing patents, 

understand technology landscapes, and identify 

potential gaps and opportunities for innovation. The 

programme also highlighted the importance of patent 

searches in reducing filing risks, strengthening patent 

applications, and making informed decisions before 

investing time and resources in the intellectual 

property protection process.

| 12 June 2026
Virtual IP Awareness Session: Patent Search
Essentials – Tools and Strategy
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iTNT Hub's flagship Idea Validation Bootcamp, happened this time at the Trichy Regional Hub. Over four intensive 

days, 30 founders and innovators came together to sharpen their ideas and take concrete steps toward building 

scalable startups. 

The cohort kicked off with a virtual Welcome Address by 

Ms. Vanitha Venugopal, CEO, iTNT Hub, followed by a 

Special Address by Dr. T. Senthilkumar, Dean, Anna 

University, Tiruchirappalli, who anchored the 

programme in both academic depth and regional 

opportunity. 

Dr. J. Kirubakaran, NIT Trichy, led an engaging session 

on Business Idea Validation & Team Building, 

challenging participants to think beyond solo brilliance 

and into the power of complementary teams. The 

afternoon saw Mr. Sreevatsan, CEO & Co-Founder, 

Guest Guru, map the competitive landscape with a 

sharp session on Competitive Analysis & Positioning 

Strategies. 

Pre-Incubation Program
| May 19–22, 2026 Igniting Startup Ideas into Action 

| Foundations — 19 May Day 1

Mr. Johny Solomon Raj, Associate Partner – Patents, S. 

S. Rana & Co., walked founders through the critical but 

often-overlooked world of Legal, Regulatory & IP Strat-

egy, because protecting an idea matters as much as 

having one. 

Mr. Yoagandran A.R, Serial Entrepreneur, delivered an 

unfiltered session on Startup Pitfalls, drawing from real 

experience, from poor financial discipline to the trap of 

trying to do everything alone. The day wrapped with 

Prof. Mukundhan K V, IIM Tiruchirappalli, presenting a 

crisp framework on Value Proposition & Revenue 

Streams. 

| Structure — 20 May Day 2
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The most operationally dense day of the cohort. Mr. Vinoth Malaikani, CEO, EDII-ABIRF, opened with Early Market 

Entry & Pricing Strategy, followed by Dr. Pradeep N, NIT Trichy, on the Product Development Lifecycle & 

Prototyping. Mr. A.R. Sooriyaoli, Co-Founder, Reallist, brought a fresh perspective on Branding & Designing, 

moving beyond aesthetics into brand identity and audience trust. The evening closed with Prof. K. S. 

Manikandan, IIM Tiruchirappalli, on Problem-Solving Methodologies & Solution Brainstorming. 

| Execution — 21 May Day 3

| Pitch Day — 22 May Day 4
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The final day was where it all came together. 

Participants went through 1:1 Pitching Sessions with 

Mr. Sushil Kumar, CEO, CEDI – NIT Trichy, and Mr. Vinoth 

Malaikani, CEO, EDII-ABIRF, receiving direct, actionable 

feedback on their startup ideas.

The cohort concluded with the presence of senior 

leadership from iTNT Hub, industry veterans, and 

academic leaders. Participants shared reflections, and 

the room, for a few minutes, felt like a reunion of people 

who'd grown together in just four days. 

Several founders expressed strong interest in continuing with iTNT Hub's incubation and acceleration 

programmes. 

iTNT Trichy Regional Hub organised a one-on-one 

Intellectual Property consultation and advisory 

session in association with S.S. Rana & Associates. 

The session provided startups, researchers, and 

students with personalised guidance on intellectual 

property protection and IP filing strategies.

Participants, including students, startups and 

researchers, received personalised guidance on

| 15 May 2026One-on-One IP Consultation & Advisory Session

patentability assessment, patent filing processes, prior 

art considerations, trademark and copyright 

protection, and pathways for commercialising 

intellectual property. The interactive consultations 

enabled innovators to discuss their specific 

technologies and ideas with experts, gain clarity on 

suitable IP protection mechanisms, and identify the 

next steps in their IP journey.
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Through its Mentor Meet series, iTNT Trichy Regional Hub continues to provide founders and innovators with 

access to expert guidance, practical insights, and personalised mentoring to accelerate startup growth and 

commercial readiness. 

iTNT Trichy Regional Hub organised a One-on-One 

Mentor Meet led by Dr. Pradeep Neduchezhiyan, Assis-

tant Professor, NIT Trichy, focusing on Market Access 

and Technology Readiness Level (TRL) Assessment for 

DeepTech startups and innovators. 

The interactive mentoring session enabled participants 

to discuss their individual challenges related to 

research direction, product validation, commercial 

readiness, and growth strategies. Founders and 

researchers received tailored guidance and practical 

insights to advance their innovation and entrepreneur-

ial journeys. 

iTNT Trichy Regional Hub hosted a mentor-driven 

knowledge and interaction session, Scaling from 1 to 

100: Mentor-Guided Growth Strategies, featuring Mr. 

Kiran Kumar T.V., Founder, Dorustree Private Limited. 

The session focused on practical approaches to market 

access and go-to-market execution, equipping 

DeepTech startup founders, entrepreneurs, and 

professionals with real-world insights on scaling their 

ventures. Through interactive discussions and 

mentoring, participants gained valuable perspectives 

on navigating growth challenges and building 

sustainable pathways to commercial success. 

Mentor Meets 

| 29 May 2026One-on-One Mentor Meet: Market Access & TRL Assessment

| 24 June 2026Scaling from 1 to 100: Mentor-Guided Growth Strategies
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Mentor Meet @ Madurai
| 30 June 2026Build Your Business the Right Way

iTNT Madurai Regional Hub organised a Mentor Meet 

featuring Ms. Priya Darisini S., Chartered Accountant, 

Ploughback Technologies Private Limited, focused on 

helping entrepreneurs understand the legal, financial, 

and compliance foundations required to build 

sustainable businesses.

The session provided practical insights into selecting 

the appropriate business structure, including Private 

Limited Companies, LLPs, and OPCs, while also 

covering key registrations, statutory approvals, GST, 

taxation, and regulatory compliance requirements. 

Participants gained a clearer understanding of 

common challenges faced by early-stage ventures 

and learned best practices for ensuring smooth 

business operations and long-term compliance. The 

interactive discussions enabled startup founders, 

researchers, students, inventors, and MSMEs to make 

informed decisions as they progress in their 

entrepreneurial journeys.

| 27 May 2026

Virtual Awareness Session

Company Formation & Regulatory Compliances

Virtual Awareness Session on Company Formation & 

Regulatory Compliances was organised for startups, 

MSMEs, researchers, individual inventors, faculty 

members, and students across the Madurai region. 

The session provided practical guidance on choosing 

the right business structure, navigating legal regis-

trations and approvals, understanding GST, ROC 

filings, licensing and taxation requirements, and 

avoiding common incorporation and compliance 

pitfalls. 

The programme equipped aspiring founders and inno-

vators with essential knowledge to establish 

legally compliant and sustainable ventures, laying a 

strong foundation for long-term growth and investor 

readiness. 
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| 26 May 2026Virtual Masterclass on IoT & Robotics

A Virtual Masterclass on IoT & Robotics was organised 

for researchers, innovators, startups, and MSMEs 

across the Madurai region. Led by Mr. Aravind Ramach-

andran, Head - Educational Initiatives, Janatics Global 

Solutions Pvt. Ltd., the session provided practical 

insights into IoT and robotics product development, 

automation systems, sensors, and smart technologies. 

The masterclass also explored strategies for 

transforming innovative ideas into scalable DeepTech 

ventures, equipping participants with industry 

perspectives on building next-generation technology 

solutions. 

| 25 May and 24 June 2026

IP THIRAN – One-on-One IP Consultation & Advisory Sessions

As part of IP THIRAN, iTNT Hub's Tamil Nadu Technology 

Transfer Facilitation Centre (TNTTFC) organised 

one-on-one virtual Intellectual Property consultation 

and advisory sessions. The sessions were facilitated by 

iTNT Hub's in-house IP experts, providing personalised 

guidance to startups, innovators, researchers, faculty 

members, and students seeking to protect and com-

mercialise their innovations.

Participants received need-based consultations on 

patents, trademarks, copyrights, IP filing strategies, 

commercialisation pathways, licensing opportunities, 

and innovation protection frameworks. The sessions 

enabled innovators to better understand the intellec-

tual property landscape and take informed steps 

towards safeguarding and maximising the value of 

their ideas and technologies.
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@ Coimbatore

| 23 June 2026
Exploring the Future of Intelligent and Autonomous Aerial Systems Drone Tech Masterclass

Drone Tech Masterclass brought together students, 

researchers, innovators, and aspiring entrepreneurs to 

explore the rapidly evolving drone ecosystem. The 

session was led by Mr. E. Venugopal, Chief Instructor, 

Sri Eshwar Drone Tech Pvt. Ltd., and Lt. M. Mahaboob, 

Accountable Manager, Sri Eshwar Drone Tech Pvt. Ltd. 

Participants gained insights into the fundamentals of 

drone technology, emerging industry trends, and 

real-world applications across sectors. The 

masterclass also explored advancements in AI-driven 

automation and autonomous aerial systems, while 

highlighting career pathways, research opportunities, 

and startup potential within the drone ecosystem. 

iTNT Coimbatore Regional Hub, in collaboration with 

Surana & Surana International Attorneys, organised an 

IP Consultation Session for startups, researchers, and 

students, providing practical guidance on patents, 

copyrights, and trademarks. Through one-on-one 

consultations and interactive discussions, participants 

gained valuable insights into IP protection and com-

mercialisation strategies, strengthening their 

approach to safeguarding and maximising the value of 

their innovations. 

| 12 June 2026IP Consultation

The Patent Essentials Masterclass was led by 

Ms. Saranya K., Associate, IPP - Patent & Design, 

Surana & Surana International Attorneys, the session 

provided practical insights into the strategic role of 

patents and intellectual property in protecting and 

commercialising DeepTech innovations. 

Participants gained an understanding of patent 

fundamentals, the importance of building robust IP 

strategies, and approaches to transforming innovative 

ideas into valuable business assets that support 

growth, competitiveness, and long-term commercial 

success. 

| 30 June 2026Patent Essentials Masterclass

| 23 June 2026

Exploring the Future of Intelligent and Autonomous Aerial Systems 

Drone Tech Masterclass
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| 21 May 2026

Masterclass on Quantum Computing: The Next Leap in Computation

The Masterclass on Quantum Computing and Quantum 

Cybersecurity was led by experts from the Society for 

Electronic Transactions and Security (SETS), Dr. M. 

Prem Laxman Das and Dr. Natarajan Venkatachalam. 

The session explored quantum cybersecurity products 

and solutions, quantum cryptography, post-quantum 

security challenges, quantum-safe encryption stan-

dards, and real-world applications of quantum technol-

ogies. 

Participants gained practical insights into the evolving 

quantum threat landscape, emerging cybersecurity 

frameworks, and the future of secure digital communication in the quantum era, strengthening awareness of 

opportunities and challenges in the rapidly advancing quantum ecosystem. 

iTNT Coimbatore Regional Hub, in collaboration with 

Surana & Surana International Attorneys, conducted 

an IP consultation and advisory session to support 

startups, innovators, researchers, and students in 

understanding and protecting their intellectual 

property.

The session offered participants an opportunity to 

engage directly with IP experts and seek guidance on 

patents, trademarks, copyrights, prior art

considerations, and IP filing strategies. Through personalised discussions, participants explored suitable 

approaches for safeguarding their innovations, assessing patentability, and leveraging intellectual property as a 

strategic asset for commercialisation and business growth. The consultations provided practical, need-based 

insights tailored to the specific technologies, products, and research initiatives being developed by the 

participants.

iTNT Coimbatore Regional Hub organised an Awareness 

Program on Company Formation and Regulatory 

Compliances at Coimbatore, providing startups with 

practical insights into company incorporation 

processes and key regulatory requirements. Led by Ms. 

Anupriya and Ms. Brindha from Surana & Surana 

International Attorneys India, the session covered 

business entity structures, legal and regulatory 

compliances, investor readiness, governance 

frameworks, and strategies for building sustainable 

and scalable businesses. Startup founders, faculty, 

researchers, and students actively participated in the 

session. 

| 12 May 2026
Awareness Program on Company Formation and Regulatory Compliances

| 15 May 2026IP Consultation & Advisory Session | Coimbatore
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Charging Ahead: How Four Professionals Left Comfortable 
Careers with a Vision to Power Tamil Nadu's EV Future 

Founder Stories
@iTNT Hub 

When Kathiresan and Sabarinath walked away from 

high-profile corporate careers, their colleagues 

thought they were taking a risk. They knew they were 

seizing an opportunity. 

The two joined hands with Mani and Manickam, who 

have 25+ years in banking and IT is rounding out a 

founding team of four professionals whose 

backgrounds couldn't be more different: software 

systems, product engineering, industrial operations, 

and strategy & customer relations. Despite their 

diverse backgrounds, they shared a common 

conviction: India's rapidly growing EV ecosystem 

needed charging infrastructure that could scale with 

its ambitions. 

In 2020, EVtron was born, not in a fancy incubator, but 

from the conviction that Tamil Nadu needed 

homegrown, reliable, and intelligent EV charging 

infrastructure. Built from the ground up in Chennai, the 

company set out to do something most startups 

wouldn't dare: design and own the entire technology 

stack, hardware, firmware, and software — all in-house. 

EVtron Tech Pvt. Ltd. 
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Building It the Hard Way — and the Right Way 

Reimagining EV Charging Through Data and Automation  

EVtron didn't take shortcuts. From custom PCB design 

to firmware development and a cloud-based charging 

management system, the core technology behind 

EVtron chargers is proprietary and developed in India. 

Their AC chargers range from 3.3 kW to 22 kW, serving 

passenger cars and light commercial vehicles. 

Before the company was even formally incorporated as 

a Pvt. Ltd. in January 2024, EVtron had already 

installed one of Tamil Nadu's first EV chargers on the 

Chennai–Bengaluru highway corridor. 

Among EVtron's most distinctive innovations is a GNSS-enabled EV charging system, the subject of a filed patent, 

that enables automated vehicle recognition and payment processing without manual intervention. Their 

longer-term vision goes further: geo-fencing intelligence that automatically initiates charging the moment a 

registered vehicle enters a zone, complemented by a provisionally patented Plug-and-Play AC EVSE with 

Bidirectional V2X Integration and ongoing R&D to enable vehicle identification through AC charging 

infrastructure. Together, these advances position EVtron not just as a hardware manufacturer, but as a 

data-driven mobility infrastructure company. 

Real-world deployment, however, taught them lessons 

no lab could. Voltage fluctuations in Tier II and Tier III 

regions, inconsistent grid quality, and multi-app 

fragmentation in the EV charging ecosystem were all 

challenges the team encountered on the ground, in 

villages, fleet yards, and highways. Their response was 

not to retreat but to innovate. Each challenge fed 

directly back into product improvement: better voltage 

handling, component-level health monitoring, and 

predictive maintenance — features currently under 

R&D, with several already demonstrated and validated 

at the laboratory level, and being scaled into their 

next-generation chargers. 
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With 600+ installations targeted and a manufacturing 

facility in Chennai ramping up, EVtron is transitioning 

from field-proven startup to scalable infrastructure 

company. Their chargers are being upgraded to 

automotive-grade NXP microcontrollers, with solar 

integration and dynamic load balancing already validated. 

A compact team of 10 members — bootstrapped and 

grant-backed, EVtron continues to build with quiet 

conviction, supported by iTNT Hub across talent 

acquisition, mentorship, co-working, and lab access. 

 ( www.evtron.in ) 

What's Next 

EVtron has also undertaken extensive 

laboratory-based product development and validation 

activities focused on safety, reliability, and 

performance, a significant milestone for any hardware 

startup operating in the automotive and energy space. 

• ₹84 Lakhs in grants, awards, and funding secured 

through programs such as Nidhi Prayas, the Innova-

tion Voucher Program (IVP), Climate Pitch 2025 

(Cummins Foundation), and others. 

• 50+ chargers deployed across corporate campuses, 

remote villages, and fleet yards across Tamil Nadu, 

including Sattur, Ottanchathiram, Kumbakonam, 

Edappadi, Arcot, and several other towns and cities 

• 1,500+ charging sessions completed, delivering 

over 15,000 kWh of clean energy and reducing 12+ 
tonnes of CO₂ 

• Revenue has grown more than eightfold 

year-on-year, with the current fiscal year already 

showing strong momentum in its first two months 

• First international deployment — Sri Lanka,        

completed in early 2026 

• Climate Pitch 2025 Winner, selected from 1,000+ 

applications across South Asia 

• Selected among the Top 10 finalists in Season 6 of 

the NXP India Tech Startup Challenge from 238 

participating startups 

Milestones That Matter 
The numbers tell a compelling story of early traction:
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The immediate goal is to build a full production facility 

and scale manufacturing. But the product roadmap 

goes further. The team is actively designing variations 

of iKichn for different contexts, including a compact 

office machine for quick refreshments, targeting 

workplaces that need fast, hygienic, automated food 

service without a dedicated kitchen team. 

Their target markets span enterprise canteens, retail 

food chains, cloud kitchens, and institutional buyers. 

What's Next 

Funding & Recognition
The team has received ₹10L from NITI Aayog ANIC 

grant, ₹15L from Bangalore Bio Innovation Centre, and 

₹10L from iTNT Hub Foundation Fund. iTNT Hub has also 

provided mentorship, co-working space, and lab 

access at a critical stage of growth.

From a Kitchen Idea to the Multi-Cuisine Robotic Chef 

Every great invention begins with a personal frustra-

tion. For Satheshkumar S, it was watching his wife 

spend hours in the kitchen, and wondering why auto-

mation engineering, his field for over 30 years, hadn't 

solved something so fundamental. That thought, born 

in 2005, took two decades, a pandemic, and Rs. 3–4 

crore of personal savings to become iKichn, an AI and 

robotics-based multi-cuisine food-making system, 

capable of preparing meals for 50 to 500 people with 

minimal human intervention. 

He began to start working in 2016, when India's startup 

ecosystem was still nascent. Satheshkumar is candid 

about the journey: "The ecosystem today is not what it 

was in 2016. I had to carve out my own space. Platforms 

like iTNT Hub represent exactly the infrastructure I 

wish had existed earlier," he recalls. By his side is his 

co-founder, his wife, domain expert on food science, 

who ensures iKichn doesn't just automate cooking, but 

gets it right: the texture, the temperature, the taste. 

When COVID-19 disrupted their planned residential 

launch in 2019, the team pivoted to commercial kitch-

ens, a sector battling chronic manpower shortages and 

inconsistency. iKichn became the answer: a compact 

2m × 2m robotic kitchen delivering consistent, 

2m × 2m robotic kitchen delivering consistent, 

multi-cuisine cooking at scale. The prototype is now 

market-ready, with 3 MoUs signed and one already 

converted into an active order from a retail food chain. 

iKichn Pvt. Ltd.  

Hon'ble AI, IT & DS Minister interacts with and reviews the product 

showcased by iKichn Pvt. Ltd.
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Celebrating iTNT Hub Portfolio Startups
@iTNT Hub 

Blunav Technologies Raises $1 Million 
in Seed Funding

Blunav Technologies, an iTNT Hub-incubated startup, 

has raised $1 million in seed funding from Piper Serica. 

Founded by Mr. Suseendar Marimuthu and 

Mr. Cherukuru Sridharan, the startup is developing a 

next- generation airport operations technology

platform that integrates flight operations, gate and bay 

allocations, passenger systems, and commercial 

activities into a unified and scalable solution. 

The platform has already been deployed at Chennai 

International Airport under the Airports Authority of 

India Startup India initiative. 

Dream Aerospace, an iTNT Hub-accelerated DeepTech 

aerospace startup has raised ₹10 crore in a pre-seed 

funding round led by 247VC and The Campus Angels. 

The startup is developing indigenous space propulsion 

technologies, including green propulsion systems and 

advanced thrusters, to make satellite missions more 

efficient, sustainable, and affordable. The newly raised 

capital will accelerate technology development,

testing, commercialisation, and R&D capabilities. 

iTNT Hub is proud to have supported Dream Aerospace through industry connections, investor engagement 

opportunities, and strategic mentorship as it advances cutting-edge solutions for the future of space

exploration.  

Dream Aerospace Raises 
₹10 Crore in Pre-Seed Funding
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Torus Motion Showcases DeepTech Innovation 
at Bharat Innovates 2026 

iTNT Hub congratulates Torus Motion, an iTNT Hub 

accelerated startup, on successfully representing 

India's DeepTech ecosystem at Bharat Innovates 2026, 

held in Nice, France, from 14–16 June 2026.

Selected among the top 120 startups participating in 

the event, Torus Motion engaged in focused discus-

sions with corporates, investors, policymakers, and 

global stakeholders on partnerships, investments, and 

international expansion opportunities. 

A key highlight of the event was the opportunity to 

showcase its technology to Thiru. S. Jaishankar, 

Hon’ble Minister for External Affairs, Government of 

India; Thiru. Piyush Goyal, Hon'ble Minister for 

Commerce and Industry, Government of India; French 

policymakers and delegates. The participation provided 

global exposure and reinforced the growing presence 

of Indian DeepTech startups on the international stage.
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Developing a liquid biopsy-based cancer 

detection test for early, non-invasive 

diagnosis of cancer. 

The solution aims to improve accessibility to 

timely and accurate cancer screening.

Acrofluidics Innovations Pvt. 
Ltd. 

01

An AI-native robotics platform that automates 

waste identification, sorting, and valuation 

using intelligent vision systems. It enables 

data-driven recycling operations with 

enhanced traceability, efficiency, and resource 

recovery.

EpixO Robotics  

02

Developing precision smart rehabilitation 

gloves to restore hand function for stroke and 

injury patients. The affordable, gamified 

solution enables remote therapy with 

real-time performance tracking.

Exomudra Technologies Pvt. 
Ltd.  

03

Building a solar-powered room cooling system 

integrated with thermal energy storage for 

uninterrupted cooling. The solution delivers 

sustainable, low-energy cooling while 

reducing electricity consumption and carbon 

emissions.

LAB2MARKET Engineering Pvt. 
Ltd.   

04

Creator of DermaEye, an AI-powered, non-in-

vasive device for early detection and 

assessment of skin cancer. The platform com-

bines multispectral imaging and ultrasound to 

provide rapid, biopsy-comparable insights. 

Livvolta Healthcare 
Innovations Pvt. Ltd.  

05

Developing robotic in-orbit servicing 

platforms to extend satellite life and mitigate 

space debris. Its autonomous spacecraft can 

inspect, capture, service, and deorbit satellites 

to promote sustainable space operations.

SpaceTug Pvt. Ltd.   

06

Showcasing
Our Hardware Startups
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Developed MEiLP, an AI and GIS-powered 

platform for solar energy site selection and 

optimization. The solution accelerates 

renewable energy project planning through 

geospatial intelligence and yield forecasting.

Trinav SpaceTech   

07 08

Tryneutera Electronics Pvt. 
Ltd.    

Building next-generation networking devices 

that deliver secure, scalable, and high-speed 

connectivity. The platform is designed for 

enterprises, educational institutions, and rural 

broadband applications. 

09

Developing an interoperable communication 

platform for ambulances and hospitals during 

emergencies and disasters. The system 

enables real-time patient vital sharing and 

faster emergency response coordination. 

Paravani Business Solutions 
Pvt. Ltd.   

10

Offers an AI-enabled, privacy-first elder-care 

monitoring solution using non-intrusive 

sensing technologies. The platform 

proactively detects anomalies and supports 

safer, independent living for senior citizens.

Erytos Technologies Pvt. Ltd.    

11

Building the world's first hardware-rooted 

compliance operating system for autonomous 

drones. Its platform embeds legal and safety 

protocols directly into firmware, ensuring 

secure and compliant drone operations. 

Cogno Valley Labs Pvt. Ltd.    

Developing COSMA, an AI-powered 

neurofeedback and rehabilitation platform for 

home-based cognitive recovery. The solution 

combines clinical-grade EEG, gamified 

therapy, and predictive analytics to 

personalize rehabilitation.

Boja Medtech Pvt. Ltd.     

12
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Provides GNSS-enabled smart EV charging 

solutions with predictive maintenance and 

zero-touch charging capabilities. Its modular 

charging infrastructure supports efficient and 

scalable electric fleet operations.  

EVtron Tech Pvt. Ltd.   

13

Creator of Xwall, an interactive phygital 

gaming platform that transforms walls into 

immersive learning and play experiences. The 

solution enhances cognitive, motor, and social 

skill development through engaging 

physical-digital interaction.  

FocuzAR Solutions Pvt. Ltd.     

15

Kenesis Labs Pvt. Ltd.    

17

Building AI-native smart glasses that deliver 

contextual intelligence directly within the 

user's field of view. The hands-free platform 

enhances productivity, decision-making, and 

situational awareness across enterprise

 environments.  

Developing iKichn, an intelligent robotic 

kitchen solution designed to automate food 

preparation processes. The platform aims to 

improve kitchen efficiency, consistency, and 

convenience through smart automation. 

Food Printer Pvt. Ltd.      

16

Designing and manufacturing advanced 

lightweight aircraft structures using 

composite materials. 

Its certified aircraft platforms aim to make 

aviation safer, more efficient, and 

cost-effective. 

Pullinam Aerospace 
Technologies Pvt. Ltd.     

18

Developed Master REC Tool, an AI-powered 

repair intelligence platform for electronic 

hardware diagnostics and repair. The solution 

promotes circular electronics by extending 

device life and reducing material waste. 

Ediode Electronics Pvt. Ltd.    

14
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Developing a voice-first AI hardware assistant 

tailored for micro, small, and cottage 

industries. The device functions as a dedicated 

business assistant, enabling intuitive and 

efficient operations management. 

Iniramsquare Pvt. Ltd.      

22

Creator of Sky1, a unified operating system 

for mission-grade drone fleet management 

and lifecycle intelligence. The platform 

enables scalable, reliable, and standardized 

drone operations across security and

logistics applications. 

Aerial Kinetics Pvt. Ltd.       

23

Developed SEAS, an AI-enabled seismic 

monitoring system for detecting hazardous 

construction-induced ground vibrations. 

The platform provides real-time analysis and 

alerts to improve urban structural safety and 

risk mitigation.   

Techno Wild      

19

Building modular, launch-agnostic satellite 

deployers for PocketQubes and CubeSats. The 

solution simplifies satellite integration and 

reduces costs for small satellite missions and 

first-time space operators.

ToSpace Pvt. Ltd.       

20

Developed ORYZA, an all-grain electric rice 

cooker that reduces excess starch during 

cooking. The patented appliance promotes 

healthier rice consumption while preserving 

taste and convenience. 

Gantham Ventures Pvt. Ltd.     

21
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Race to Build Space Data Centres — India's Pixxel & 
Sarvam AI Lead the Charge
Pixxel and Sarvam AI are developing India's first orbital data centre satellite — a 200 kg-class 
"Pathfinder" expected to launch by Q4 2026, processing Earth observation data in orbit using 
data centre-grade GPUs, eliminating the need to beam raw data back to Earth. It's part of a 
global trend as AI supercharges demand for space-based computing power. 

Scan to read the full article

India's Space Startups GalaxEye & Pixxel Gain Global 
Recognition 
India's private space sector is surging, with GalaxEye's world-first OptoSAR satellite and 
Pixxel's hyperspectral imaging putting Indian startups on the global map. Pixxel recently 
secured a contract linked to the US National Reconnaissance Office (NRO), underscoring 
India's growing space competitiveness. The government aims to grow the space economy 
from $8.4B to $44B by 2033 through a state–private partnership model. 

Scan to read the full article

New Light-Powered Chip Could Accelerate AI
and Quantum Computing 
Monash University scientists built a single chip that generates, steers, and reads light-based 
information — a breakthrough in "valleytronics." It runs at room temperature (unlike most 
quantum systems), promising faster computing, lower energy use, and advances in secure 
communications and quantum technologies. Scan to read the full article

Bharat Innovates 2026 — India's First Global Deep Tech 
Showcase 
India's first deep-tech showcase abroad closed in Nice, France, with $254.5 million in
funding commitments from investors across the US and Japan. Over 80 startups pitched 
to 50+ global investors across six themes, space & defence, AI & semiconductors, healthcare, 
biotech, energy, and advanced manufacturing. 

Scan to read the full article

DeepTech
Insights
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iTNT Hub invites Expressions of Interest (EOI) from 

startups across the semiconductor value chain to join 

its Incubation and Acceleration Programs and 

contribute to Tamil Nadu's growing semiconductor 

ecosystem. 

The programme is open to startups working in 

semiconductor and chip design, fabless products, EDA 

tools, embedded systems, AI hardware accelerators, 

manufacturing technologies, ATMP/OSAT solutions, 

semiconductor equipment, materials, sensors, MEMS, 

power electronics, and testing and validation 

technologies. 

Selected startups will gain access to expert 

mentorship, product development and 

commercialisation support, specialised infrastructure, 

investor and industry networks, market access 

opportunities, and engagement with national 

semiconductor initiatives. 

Application Deadline: 30 July 2026 

Call for
Application

Applications Open: iTNT Semiconductor Startup Programe
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TM

3rd Floor, Sir C V Raman Science Block, 
Anna University Campus, Kotturpuram,
Chennai – 600 025.

Head Office - Chennai

Connect with Us

Anna University Regional Campus, Madurai, 
NH-7, Kanyakumari National Highway, 
Keelakuilkudi Road, Madurai - 625 019.

Madurai Regional Hub

Government College of Technology (GCT) 
Campus PJ-102, Platinum Jubilee building, 
Thadagam Road, Coimbatore - 641013

Coimbatore Regional Hub

University College of Engineering
Bharathidasan Institute of Technology Campus
Anna University, Tiruchirappalli - 620 024.

Trichy Regional Hub

Scan to follow us on our socials

www.itnthub.tn.gov.in

/iTNTHub


